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The sounds of the season 

Members of the district’s VOICES elementary honor choir presented a Dec. 3 
holiday choir concert at Waynesville High School, which concluded with “Our 
Song of Peace” by Laura Farnell. Third and fourth grade students are under the 
direction of Leigh Schaefferkoetter (above) with Whitney Martin as accompanist 
and Alexis Gaono as A+ assistant. Fifth and sixth grade students are under 
the direction of Nathan Schaefferkoetter (below) with Cheryl Wood as the 
accompanist, Megan Whittaker as the A+ assistant and Taylor Powell as the high 
school assistant. 

    The Waynesville High School 
Choir will perform at 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 12, in the WHS 
Cafeteria. The cost of this Saturday 
evening event is $10 and includes 
a meal of salad, roll, holiday ham, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, green 
beans and a cupcake for dessert. A 
silent auction will also be held. 
    To guarantee a seat at this limited-
seating event on Saturday evening, 
tickets must be purchased in advance 
at either the Route 66 Candy 
Shoppe in Waynesville or Nathan 
Schafferkoetter, WHS choir director, 
at NSchaefferkoetter@waynesville.
k12.mo.us.
    The WHS Choir will present a 
concert at 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 13, 
at the WHS Theatre. A minimum 
donation of $2 for adults and $1 for 
children ages kindergarten through 
12th grade is appreciated. Seniors 
age 60 and older may use their 
Athletic Pass to gain free admission 
to the concert on Sunday.
    “Saturday’s concert was 
previously announced as free and 
I apologize for the inconvenience 
this may cause; however, this 
event now includes a meal,” says  
Schaefferkoetter.

Dinner and choir 
on Dec. 12; choir 
concert on Dec. 13

B2 B2 (HEAVILY IMPACT AID) FUNDS ACCOUNT FOR 
7% OR ABOUT $5 MILLION OF THE DISTRICT’S 
REVENUE. B2 FEDERAL FUND ELIGIBILITY IS 
DIRECTLY LINKED WITH LOCAL SUPPORT.



    The Fourth Annual Route 66 Shootout Pulaski County USA will be held 
Friday, Dec. 18, and Saturday, Dec. 19, at Waynesville High School with 10 
games in two days. 
    “This shootout is known throughout the Midwest for its outstanding level 
of competitive play,” says WHS Athletic Director Josh Scott. 
     Teams with similar abilities are paired to play against each other, which 
makes for great games that often are determined in the last seconds of play.
     On Friday, Dec. 18, games begin at 1 p.m. with the final game of the 
evening starting at 7 p.m. On Saturday, Dec. 19, the games begin at 11:30 
a.m. and continue throughout the day with the last game starting at 5:30 p.m. 
Waynesville boys play at 5:30 p.m. on both Friday and  Saturday nights. 
Waynesville girls play at 4 p.m. Saturday.     
    The Waynesville R-VI School District and the Pulaski County Tourism 
Bureau have partnered to produce this event that draws college recruiters 
from around the country.
    “We especially appreciate the Pulaski County Tourism Bureau for 
partnering with us as our major sponsor to make this tournament a reality,” 
Scott says. “We are also thankful for the area businesses who provide their 
support and make this shootout a reality by helping to feed the teams.” 
    The cost for admission to each day of the shootout is $7 for adults and 
$5 for students. Athletic passes, senior passes and school IDs will not be 
accepted for this special event. Waynesville R-VI employees will need to 
pay to attend these games as well. 
    Game programs will be for sale for $2 each.   

The Waynesville Middle School Choir presented their holiday concert on Dec. 9 at Waynesville High School. 

Friday, December 18, 2015
            Home                         Away
1:00     South Iron                  vs.        Mt. Vernon
2:30     Republic                        vs.        Hazelwood West
4:00     St. Joe Lafayette          vs.        Hartville
5:30     Waynesville Boys            vs.        McCluer North
7:00     Elgin                               vs.        Hazelwood Central

Saturday, December 19, 2015 
            Home               Away
11:30   Iberia                            vs.        Ellington
  1:00   McCluer North              vs.        St. Joe Lafayette
  2:30   St. Louis Christian         vs.        Elgin
  4:00   Waynesville Girls           vs.        Richland Girls
  5:30   Waynesville Boys          vs.        Hazelwood Central

Route 66 Shootout to be held Dec. 18 and 19



By Mollie Henry, WHS junior
 
    What do artist Eldzier Cortor 
and writer Og Mandino have in 
common? To make the connection, 
Vicki Schrage’s Advanced Placement 
Language Arts students traveled from 
Waynesville High School to the St. 
Louis Art Museum to experience 
Cortor’s work.
    Schrage’s students spent five hours at 
the museum analyzing six 75-year-old 
to 505-year-old paintings.
One must “look at the painting 
and distinguish all of its details,” 
Junior Julyssa Hernandez said of her 
experience.  “Then one must determine 
the main subject and what the subject is 
trying to convey.”
    Schrage helped guide her students 
by providing a packet with analysis 
questions for all six paintings. “The 
hardest part of the day was analyzing 
the details of the art and looking for the 

WHS students connect writing, 
art and meaning at art museum

deeper meaning of the painting,” said 
Helene Houston.
    Austin Cartwright explained that he 
learned “how to look further into the 
meaning of paintings rather than just 
looking at how ‘cool’ the art looked at 
plain sight.”
    Schrage encouraged everyone to 
look at the paintings until there were no 
new details to discover -- however long 
that took. Justin Leifer thought back 
and said “it took me 10-15 minutes to 
finish the questions” because they were 
challenging.
    Mackenzie Cunningham said “it took 
me a good 20-30 minutes before I didn’t 
notice anything new.”
    The following Friday, Nov. 13, all 
of Schrage’s students were asked to 
write an essay connecting one of the 
six paintings with a famous quote. 
Daesha Williams wrote about the 
painting, The Eviction.  She said “At 
first glance I didn’t notice the moon in 
the background of the painting, then 
I realized the meaning behind it:  the 
beginning of something new.”
    From that detail Williams was able 
to make a four-paragraphed timed write 
connection with Madino’s quotation, 
“Failure will never overtake me if my 
determination to succeed is strong 
enough.”  

WHS students in AP Language Arts class traveled to the St. Louis Art Museum to 
analyze paintings from 75 to 505 years old. Photos by Mollie Henry.     The Waynesville R-VI School 

District Foundation recently received 
$9,585 from Rich Hodits on behalf of 
the K8 EFG discount card fundraiser 
conducted through the district. 
Accepting the check on behalf of 
the foundation was Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent.  
    The Waynesville R-VI School 
District Foundation provides grants for 
classroom and after-school projects. 
    “We are delighted by the significant 
amount raised this year,” says Jann 
Dye, president of the district’s 
foundation. “We appreciate everyone 
who purchased the discount cards and 
look forward to awarding funds to 
teachers for their classrooms.” 
    The district’s foundation is part of the 
Community Foundation of the Ozarks, 
the 65th largest of more than 700 across 
the nation. It also is among the top 10 
busiest community foundations when it 
comes to the number of gifts and grants 
processed annually. 

Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, 
accepts a check from Rich Hodits on 
behalf of the Waynesville R-VI School 
District Foundation. 

Foundation 
receives $9,585

    Brooklyn Smith, a Waynesville 
High School senior and a member of 
Thespian Troop 1669, has been chosen 
as one of the finalists for the Theatre 
for Life Scholarship from Missouri 
State Thespians. Brooklyn was chosen 
based on an online profile and portfolio 
and now has the opportunity to 
present to a panel of judges in person 
at the 2016 Missouri State Thespian 
Conference for a chance to earn a 
$1,000 scholarship. 

Smith named finalist for 
thespian scholarship



Waynesville High School students debuted 
their directing talents on Dec. 4 and 5 
through the production of six one-act plays. 
Scenes above are from Where Have All the 
Lightning Bugs Gone?, Fine Dining and The 
Most Dangerous Game. 

    The 6th Grade Center PBS team 
would like to send a shout out to Karl 
Wilking, the bus drivers and all of the 
transportation staff members. After 
reviewing our Big 5 data from this year 
and last year, we found that our bus 
referrals are way down from last year. 
We know this is due to the hard work 
of Karl, the bus drivers and everyone in 
transportation. We are so appreciative of 
their hard work! Kids are truly benefiting 
and learning more due to their focus on 
supporting student behavior.

   – The 6th Grade Center PBS Team

If anyone has a large box from a washing 
machine, refrigerator or filing cabinet, 
please contact Virginia Fulmer-Rhem at 
VFulmer-Rehm@waynesville.k12.mo.us

    After reading a book 
about Roberto Clemente, 5th 
grade ESL students at Wood 
Elementary decided that they 
wanted to make a difference. 
    The students in Lindsay Ambrose’s ESL class made a list of ways they could 
make a difference in their community. They then voted on the class favorite, and 
“making a donation to Snack-in-a-Pack” won by a unanimous vote. 
    Students spent one week researching hunger. They were fascinated by how 
many people in the United States go hungry every day. Students wrote persuasive 
letters to Central Vacuum Stores in an effort to receive a donation. One student 
wrote that having her classmates go to bed hungry was “simply unacceptable.” 
    Central Vacuum replied in less than a week. In the envelope was a letter 
describing how the company thought the class was “a group of superheroes for 
making a difference” and a check for $600. This money will provide snacks for 
three Waynesville students for an entire year. 
   5th grade ESL students expressed their gratitude to Central Vacuum Stores for 
teaching them the power of their own voices, says Ambrose. 

Wood ESL 
makes a 
difference

Praise & 
Request Corner

Elizabeth Zollman’s Partridge 
Elementary ELL class created 
a card to enter in the Cards for 
the Community Competition on 
Fort Leonard Wood this year. The 
students in 1st through 5th grade 
had to brainstorm and create a 
list of what they would like on the 
board. Each class then voted on the best ideas and finally created a rough 
draft. While making the card, students worked on researching different 
holiday traditions in different countries. Students were also asked to 
go home and talk with their families about how their families celebrate. 
They then came back and wrote a paragraph on what they learned. That 
information was used to create the different ways we say Merry Christmas 
on the card. Students used their handprints to create the reindeer and 
Christmas tree. The card will be on display and lit up each night at the 
Joint Soldier Park until Jan. 4. They were the only elementary school to 
enter the competition.



No one knows hungry students like the district’s food services 
team, so each year, instead of exchanging gifts, they collect 
funds to be used for a special treat in the Snack in a Pack 
bags that go home with students over the long holiday break.  
This year, they donated popcorn for the holiday treat.  At 
the annul holiday banquet, they also participated in a team- 
building game and then had a Christmas pageant showing off 
the fashions they created.  

    Wood Elementary received the Spirit 
Award for the Waynesville R-VI School 
District for the first semester of 2015 
by designing and building the winning 
homecoming float.
    The trophy was presented during 
November’s Board of Education 
meeting. 
    The float’s concept was developed by 
Wood’s competition committee, which 
is co-chaired by John Rose, art teacher, 
and Vanessa Mason, music teacher. 
During a six-week period of time, Wood 
faculty and staff worked together on the 
float – donating materials and resources 
for building and donating countless 
hours of time.
    “Working together through the whole 
process was the key to our success,” 
says Dr. Antiqua Hunter, Wood’s 
principal. “We also received great 
support from our PTO parents as well as 
our Partners In Education (PIE) military 
groups.” 
    The float tells the story of Roary 
the Dragon’s escape from the Land 
of Camdenton and his entrance 
into the Tiger Nation just in time 

for Waynesville’s 101st birthday 
celebration.  Roary the Dragon was 
transformed through the portal – with 
the help of Fantasia Mickey  – into 
Roary the Tiger and is welcomed into 
Tiger Nation with open arms. 
    “Winning first place in the float 
contest two years in a row is a great 
accomplishment,” Hunter says. “We are 

very appreciative of the extraordinary 
talents and guidance of our art teacher, 
Mr. John Rose, who leads us to the 
path of victory.  His experiences with 
sculpting and fabricating offer a unique 
element to our float designs.  We are 
blessed to have him a part of our Wood 
Elementary Family. It was truly a team 
effort!”

Wood elementary wins Spirit Award two years in row

Wood Elementary staff accepted the Spirit Award trophy during the November 
Board of Education meeting. 

Lunch team helps feed 
students during holidays



In their home opener, Waynesville High School wrestlers took 
on Ozark. This weekend they will compete in the Missouri 
Duals tournament at Jefferson City Helias. 

The Culinary Arts Class at the Waynesville Career Center created and prepared a delicious holiday meal for the Rotary Club of 
Pulaski County’s holiday meeting on Dec. 8. The annual event allows students to showcase their talents.  

The WHS 
choir under 
the direction 
of Nathan 
Schaefferkoetter  
sang multiple 
holiday tunes 
during the 
Rotary Club 
of Pulaski 
County’s 
meeting on 
Dec. 8 at the 
Waynesville 
Career Center. 

    Blaire Smith, an eighth grader, has been named the 
Waynesville Middle School Student of the Month for December 
and was honored Tuesday, Dec. 8, at the monthly Rotary Club 
meeting.
    Smith, the daughter of John and Bobbie Smith, is an A student 
and a member of National Junior Honor Society and is an office 
aide. Her teachers describe her as being kind, respectful and 
committed to academics.  She is a very diligent student who 
is meticulous, punctual and prepared for class.  Blaire enjoys 
camping and tennis. In the future, she would like to pursue a 
career as a CRNA. 

Smith named student of month


